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qualifications of the expert with those of defendant(s),
including experience, education and certifications;
and any legal requirements regarding matching li-
ability experts with the defendants. He also considers
how the expert will be qualified to opine on the ac-
tions of the defendant and on matching the expert's
practice setting with that of the defendant. Peter
advises attorneys to look for experts with applicable
clinical certifications, such as those granted by the
clinical nursing associations which result in certifica-
tion such as Certified Pediatric Nurse, Certified Post
Anesthesia Nurse, Critical Care Registered Nurse, or
Certified Emergency Nursing. A nurse who wishes to
become certified has to reach a threshold of clinical
experience and pass an exam based on standards of
the professional association. See www.medleague.
com/webstore/med_league/professional_acronyms.
htm for more certifications. Ray Fleming points out,
“A lot of the nursing specialty organizations have
published guidelines and standards. These can be a
great resource, either affirmatively or for use in cross-
examination of the other side’s expert, and a lot of
attorneys don’t know to inquire about these.” Your
nursing expert likely has copies of these standards or
can readily obtain them for you.

Ray Fleming offers some concrete sugges-
tions for getting the most out of your expert as the
case progresses. “Ask for an honest assessment
of the case and don’t ask an expert to say anything
he or she is not comfortable with. Be sure all of the
documents needed to accurately assess the case
are supplied to the expert. Keep the experts up to
date with new deposition transcripts that come in
after they’ve rendered a report and with new reports
of other experts, etc.” It is frustrating for experts to
receive a package of depositions to review a few
days before the expert’s deposition is to take place.
The expert risks missing key pieces of information
in the rush to read and assimilate the new informa-
tion. Ray points out this can overwhelm the expert
the night before a deposition or trial. “Use the nurse
as a resource, and call to ask for his or her input and
help before deposing the other side’s expert. And |
always try to keep them informed of the status of the
case, especially changes in deposition or trial dates...
make your witness your friend, not your enemy!”

Steven New advises attorneys handling nurs-
ing employment matters to consider using nursing
experts in those cases. He is seeing a trend for retali-
ation against whistleblower nurses who report viola-
tions of standards of care or staffing, or behavioral
issues of other healthcare providers. Attorneys need
reliable nurses with management background who

are ready to address those issues.
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Med League has about 100 nursing experts
in a variety of clinical fields ready to evaluate nurs-
ing malpractice cases. Please contact us to dis-
cuss your needs.

Med League welcomes
Dianna McCorkle
BSN, RN, CNOR, FN-
CSA to the staff. Dian-
na has been reviewing
cases for Med League
as an operating room
nursing expert for
several years. She has
joined the full time staff
of the company. She

is particularly skilled in
helping attorneys un-
derstand the nuances
of the perioperative
setting as attorneys
prepare for depositions.
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Gaim our free special reports

Tips and Tricks for Powerpoint 2003 and 2007
(new), Ten Winners of Nursing Malpractice Cases,
and Powerful Writing Skills for Attorneys

a $104 value for free when you sign up for our free
monthly ezines. See www.medleague.com.

Join us for our series of Spring 2009 telesemi-
nars. Coming up:

Death in Seclusion or Restraints by Dr. Wanda
Mohr, April 9, 2009 12:00-1:00 PM Eastern time (note
new date)

Air Embolism: the Silent Killer by Sue Masoorli, April
30, 2009 12:00-1:00 PM Eastern time

Show, Not Tell: Demonstrative Evidence by Steve
Appelbaum, May 1, 2009 12:00-1:00 PM Eastern time

Programs are available as a live phone conference,
MP3 file, CD or transcript. See our complete listing of
programs at www.medleague.com.




